Press Release

Monday 12 March 2007

The North East welcomes £1m of funding for network television

A new fund that is set to inject over £1m into the independent network television sector of the North East has been delivered by Northern Film & Media, the Regional Screen Agency for the North East of England. 

The £1m Network TV Investment Fund is a key factor in Northern Film & Media’s strategy to ensure the continued growth of ambitious and creative companies. Developed in partnership with the BBC, Channel Four, One North East and European Regional Development Funding, the fund will stimulate the production of new network programming in the region and generate a range of key creative posts in five North East independent production companies. 
Commenting on the fund, Tom Harvey, Chief Executive of Northern Film & Media, Said;

“Northern film & Media has £1m to spend on developing network TV production in the region over the next two years. With people like Tom Gutteridge, Headline Pictures, Liberty Bell and other ambitious companies onboard, the North East is proving an exciting place to be at the moment. 

“We are giving experienced people and their companies the financial support to develop creative and engaging ideas, win commissions, draft in key personnel and, ultimately, generate network production in this region. It is about building a productive, experienced and sustainable environment for independent network producers to thrive in the North East.
“Whilst the region has suffered from a lack of network production in recent years, there are many encouraging signs and opportunities that we must take advantage of. In the last four years we have gone from four to eight companies producing for network. Both the BBC and Channel 4 are now taking the North East very seriously, working with us on our Network TV Investment Fund and, importantly, backing their words with investment in posts.”
“Interestingly, we Northern Film & Media does not see itself as building a North East outpost, rather the opposite. The companies it is investing in have strong ties with London and the broadcasters based there. We are encouraging companies to advertise for creative posts as widely as possible and we expect some of the posts to be recruited from the creative community in the South. The North East is an extraordinary place to live and work. I am not surprised at all that more and more people are seeing the North East as both a business and lifestyle alternative to London.”
The companies successful in securing funding from the £1m available over the next two years are Headline Pictures, Liberty Bell, Different, Media 19 and Standing Stone, the latest venture form global success story and Tyneside native Tom Gutteridge, (American Idol, Robot Wars, Challenge Anneka).

Hailing from Tynemouth, with homes in Los Angeles and London, Mr Gutteridge was looking to open a new venture in London before a conversation with Tom Harvey persuaded him that the North East would prove a fertile base in which his new company, Standing Stone, could take root. 

“The Northern Film & Media scheme could have been written for me and the location of the business changed over night from London to Newcastle. It was not so much the money in itself, but that the North East was serious about being a network producer;” said Mr Gutteridge, who is interested in producing work in the region that becomes a global brand; programming that can sell in the US, Canada and Australia as well as Britain. 

North East independent production companies were invited to apply for funding in January 2007, with £500,000 available for slate development (programme ideas) and £237,000 for personnel and business development (posts) at the initial stage. The money provided by Northern Film & Media will make it possible for each company to receive match funding from both public bodies such as the BBC and private companies raising the potential total investment to considerably more than £1m. 

Graeme Thompson, Managing Director of ITV Tyne Tees and Chair of the Royal Television Society for the North East and Borders, said;

“The region has gone through a lean time in terms of large scale network television production in recent years. We have our success stories, but we need more critical mass to keep our brightest and best talent living and working in the North East.

“Tom Gutteridge’s distinguished record in network production would suggest he will make a significant impact on the region’s media economy.”

Stewart MacKinnon of Headline Pictures, a North East based company that has recently secured the rights for ‘Peter Pan in Scarlet’ in partnership with the BBC and the UK Film Council, commented; 

“We are absolutely thrilled that Northern Film & Media has invested in Headline Pictures. The money will allow us to appoint a specialist in drama development and will help co-fund a number of new television drama series proposals. The investment in turn gives us an opportunity to begin working on more ambitious television projects aimed at the international market. 

“The industry is going through enormous change and there are opportunities for regional companies to get into new markets. We are also hopeful that this investment from Northern Film & Media will encourage regional investors to consider the opportunities that are opening up in the film and television industry in this region and to get involved.”

“This is a global industry and this money will help us to open new opportunities with key international broadcasters. For example we are exploring new opportunities in China.”
North East independent production companies Liberty Bell and Coastal Productions were ranked 65 and 74 respectively in a recent (9 March) list of Britain’s Top Indies 2007, with Liberty Bell (16) and Coastal Productions (20) both featuring in the top 20 list of Indies in respect of turnover. 
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Notes to Editors:
· Northern Film & Media is the Regional Screen Agency for the North East of England. One of nine Regional Screen Agencies across England, the Agency exists to develop the moving image sector of the region, covering Northumberland, Tyne & Wear, County Durham, and the Tees Valley. Funded by UK Film Council and ONE North East, Northern Film & Media focuses its energies and expertise upon engaging with and developing individuals and companies working in film, television, animation, commercials, multi-media, and innovative technologies.
· Standing Stone is the new company to be set up in the North East of England by Tom Gutteridge, the man behind such success stories as Robot Wars and American Idol. 
· Liberty Bell Productions Ltd is an independent production company, formed in autumn 2002. Its Managing Director is Stuart Prebble, Head of Features is Judith Holder. Senior Producers include James Hunt, and Eamon T O Connor. Head of Production is David Buckley, and Senior Production Managers are Judy Lewis and Fahima Chowdhury. Liberty Bell is based in Newcastle upon Tyne and is strongly committed to non-metropolitan production. They also have a production office in London. Liberty Bell produces programmes primarily for UK broadcasters, predominantly for network terrestrial and cable/satellite markets. It also sells programmes and formats in the growing world market. The company’s central focus is on production – specialising in documentaries and features, factual entertainment, current affairs, drama-documentary and lifestyle features. The senior team also has extensive experience of establishing and managing new TV channels in several genres, including sport, archive, lifestyle, shopping and current events.  Their expertise covers programme acquisition and new production, as well as broadcasting, scheduling, airtime sales and interactivity. Liberty Bell has been part of the Avalon group of companies since 2005.
· Media 19 is a leading North East independent production company with series and single credits for network and regional broadcasters, producing award-winning documentary, arts, current affairs and television based campaigns with national partners that gets people watching and gets them involved. Their company combines broadcast production, project and campaign management, publishing, exhibition, events and new media.

· Headline Pictures produces high quality programmes for an international audience. They make feature films and television drama. Their television output ranges from biography to factual drama to comedy and high concept series and serials. The company works closely with major broadcasters and studios in Britain and America, including; BBC Drama, BBC Films, Channel Four, ITV, HBO and the Weinstein Company. Headline also collaborate with the UK Film Council, Northern Film & Media and Scottish Screen on a range of projects. Their team has outstanding experience of the industry, with key access to decision-makers, talent and finance.
