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PRESS RELEASE
Trainees Wanted for New Talent Programme
New round opens for Company Placement Scheme
Monday 26 March 2007

Applications are now open for trainees to the Film London Company Placement Scheme for new entrants into the Film and TV industries, with a range of production companies offering six-month paid work placements. Now in its second year, the training scheme aims to attract applicants from Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) and other under-represented groups.
Returning to the scheme are Diverse Productions, Number 9 Films and Tigerlily Films; whilst new companies to participate include F&ME (Film & Music Entertainment), Headline Pictures, Ipso Facto and Warp X.

Set up in response to industry demand, the scheme seeks to support, assist and improve recruitment across the sector and attract new entrants to the workforce.  Film London will work with companies to look at their recruitment practices and co-ordinate bespoke training plans for each trainee and their mentor.

In 2006, three out of the six placements were able to access full time posts within the Film and TV industries once their placements concluded.

Adrian Wootton, Chief Executive of Film London said:

“London’s film and media industry boasts a highly skilled workforce and it is one of our greatest assets in attracting film productions to the capital. Building on the success of the first year, we are delighted both to provide business development opportunities and support the next generation of industry professionals through this dynamic scheme.” 
Natasha Dack, Producer at Tigerlily Films said:

“Tigerlily Films are delighted to be selected again for the Company Placement Scheme, given the great experience we had with our previous trainee who has now become a treasured full time member of our team. We are looking forward to recruiting a new entrant and finding someone who can work with us in what is shaping up to be a very busy year.”
Stewart Mackinnon, CEO of Headline Pictures Ltd said:
“Film London’s Company Placement Scheme provides a unique opportunity for young people to get a head start in the film and television industry. Headline look forward to offering a trainee their first experience of the media world, and we are delighted to welcome a new addition to our team.”
For further press information please contact: 

Julie Lee
T: 020 7613 7679
F: 020 7613 7677
E: julie.lee@filmlondon.org.uk
Notes to Editors
Applicants should apply directly to participating companies.  Full details are available at: 
www.filmlondon.org.uk/cps
The deadline for placement applications is 13 April.
The Company Placement Scheme encourages applications from individuals under-represented in the Film and TV industries including: individuals excluded through economic circumstance, women; people of Black or ethnic minority backgrounds and people with disabilities.

The selected trainees will receive:
· Payment of the minimum wage (£5.25 rising to £5.53 per hour) for 6 months (26 weeks), based on a 40 hour week
· 10 days holiday per placement

· A structured work plan personal to each placement, based on the Skillset National Occupational Standards

· A named experienced supervisor/mentor within the company

· Regular monitoring and evaluation of the placement

· After-care careers guidance and advice. 
Diverse Production
Diverse Production Limited is an independent TV production company, specialising in documentary, factual entertainment and arts programming. For further information: www.diverse.tv
F&ME (Film & Music Entertainment Ltd)

F&ME is a UK independent production company that has over recent years produced over 20 feature films including Deathwatch starring Jamie Bell and Saul Metzstein’s Guy X starring Jason Biggs and Jeremy Northam. For more information please go to www.fame.uk.com.
Headline Pictures Ltd
Headline Pictures produce high quality feature films and television drama for an international audience. For further information please visit www.headline-pictures.com
Ipso Facto Films
Ipso Facto Films is an independent film company producing features for the international market.  They have a solid history in film production, having co-produced over ten feature films since it’s inception in 1993. 
www.ipsofactofilms.com
Number 9 Films 

Number 9 Films are a busy UK independent feature film production company, developing and producing British films for theatrical release. 

Tigerlily Films
Tigerlily Films, established in 2000 by managing directors Natasha Dack and Nikki Parrott, is a film and television production company whose output encompasses documentary, drama, feature films and children’s programming. Tigerlily specialises in international co-productions, and its award winning programmes sell around the world.
Warp X
Warp X is a digital film studio backed by UK Film Council, Film Four, EM Media, Screen Yorkshire and Optimum Releasing. www.warpx.co.uk/training-and-jobs.asp
Film London is the capital’s film and media agency. Film London sustains, promotes and develops London as a major international film-making and film cultural capital.  This includes all the screen industries based in London – film, television, video, commercials and new interactive media.  Film London is supported by the UK Film Council and the London Development Agency. Film London also receives significant support from Arts Council England London, the European Regional Development Fund, the Mayor of London and Skillset.

Film London’s activities include:
· Investment in new and established film-makers through a range of low budget production schemes

· Supporting training and business development activities 

· Developing audiences and access provision across the film and media sector

· Showcasing of London films and talent  

· Domestic and international tourism initiatives

· Promoting London on an international stage as an attractive base for film and media production

· Providing comprehensive information on London locations and production services, as well as practical advice and support to film-makers shooting in London

www.filmlondon.org.uk
Film London is supported by:
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